RECOLLECTIONS   OF A PLAYER
of Hie first appearance of Mr. James K. Haekett in a part of any prominence on the professional stage, although as an amateur he had been well known for some lime.
In April of this year, and during the run of this play, I received the saddest blow of my life in the death of my dear wile; and my necessary absence from the performaw.es gave to Mr. Hackett an opportunity which he much desired, for he was put on in my place.
A Her this season the company went on lour again, and were kept traveling for nearly two years. Miss Arthur was now a regular member of the company, and K. ,). Henley had also joined, as had Miss Ida Conquest, who at this time began her thculricul career with. Mr. Palmer. The company played in all the principal cities, including a long engagement in Chicago, where- we made a reproduction of "Alabama" at the Columbia Theater. After visiting the Western cities we extended the* tour into the Southern States, visiting Ht. Louis, Louisville, Memphis, and New also the occasion 234the array of hcantH'uliy dressed women and modish men which our party encountered upon212              '<
